
Wetland City Accreditation Nomination Form 
 

 
Instruction for compilers: 
i. Complete all yellow cells taking into account the specific limits on characters. 
ii. Further information on the wise use of wetlands and cities is provided in Resolution XI.11 available 
at: http://www.ramsar.org/document/resolution-xi11-principles-for-the-planning-and-management-
of-urban-and-peri-urban-wetlands;and on the Wetland City Accreditation process 
at: http://www.ramsar.org/document/resolution-xii10-wetland-city-accreditation-of-the-ramsar-
convention. 
iii. Completed Nomination Forms should be sent by the designated National Focal Point for Ramsar 
Convention matters in the Administrative Authority to: ramsar@ramsar.org 
iv. Further guidance on how to compile the Nomination Form is available 
at: http://www.ramsar.org/news/wca-applications 
 
1. Background information 
 
    
1a. Country 

People’s Republic of China 
 

    
1b. Name of city Yinchuan City (Xingqing District, Jinfeng District, Xixia 

District), Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region 

 

    
1c. Geographical 

coordinates of the 
city 

038° 30' 8.570" N ，106° 12' 51.157" E 
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1d. Administrative 
and wetland map 

 

 

    
1e. Area of city 

180,218 ha 
 

    
1f. Approximate area 

of wetlands within 
the city 
boundaries 

Sub-total area of the Wetland: 19188.77 ha， 
Inland Wetland: 12963.26 ha; 
Human-made Wetland: 6225.51 ha. 

 

    
1.g Define the types 

of wetland 
present within the 
city boundaries 

1. Inland Wetland: Floodplain, Permanent river, Permanent 
freshwater lake, Permanent freshwater herb-dominated marsh, 
Seasonal river. 
2. Human-made wetland: Water storage area, Aquaculture pond, 
Canal & drainage channel. 
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2. Accreditation criteria 
 
Instruction: To be considered for formal accreditation the city must satisfy ALL of the following criteria. Please 
provide all necessary information in the yellow cells. Please note that the word limits will be strictly enforced. In 
addition, compilers may provide attached files or web-links to specific examples, plans, regulatory instruments, 
relevant reports, case studies or photographs etc. 
 
Group A: Criteria based on delivering the conservation and wise use of wetlands  
 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it has one or more Ramsar Sites or other significant wetlands 
fully or partly situated in its territory or in its close vicinity, which provide(s) a range of ecosystems services 
to the city. 
 
A.1 Name any Ramsar Site 

that is fully or partly in 
the city administrative 
boundaries 

None 
 

 

    
A.2 Name any other 

significant wetland that 
is fully or partly in the 
city administrative 
boundaries 

National Park 
(1) Baohu National City Wetland Park, Yinchuan City, 

Ningxia 
(2) Yinchuan National Wetland Park, Ningxia 
(3) Huangsha Gudu National Wetland Park, Ningxia 

 

 
 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it has adopted measures for conservation of wetlands and their 
services including biodiversity and hydrological integrity. 
 
A.3. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that development avoids degrading and 
destroying wetlands. Describe the national and/or local policy, legislative measures and regulatory 
instruments, urban management plans etc. that are in use by the city to proactively prevent the degradation 
and loss of wetlands. 
 (This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 In order to strengthen wetland protection, maintain and improve wetland function 

and biodiversity, promote the sustainable use of wetland resources, and promote the 
eco-civilization construction, the City has strictly implemented the relevant national 
and provincial policies on wetland protection. As part of these efforts, the City has 
promulgated the following regulations: Regulation on Water Resource Protection in 
Yinchuan, Regulation on Rural Environmental Protection in Yinchuan, Decision to 
Enhance Ecological Conservation along Both Sides of the Yellow River within 
Yinchuan City, Decision to Enhance Conservation and Use of the Aiyi River, Decision 
to Strengthen Protection of Mingcui Lake Wetland and Other 30 Lake Wetlands. The 
City has also developed: Implementation Plan for Construction of Pilot Water Eco-
civilization City in Yinchuan, Strategic Plan for Protection and Use of Wetlands in 
Yinchuan (2016-2025), Implementation Plan for River Chief System in Yinchuan, 
Implementation Plan for Protection of Drinking Water Sources in Yinchuan, etc. The 
redline for wetland protection has been delineated according to the present situation of 
regional resources in Yinchuan. The most stringent water management system has been 
enforced and the city has set up a long-term mechanism of ecological water supply for 
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lake wetlands to ensure that 80 million cubic meters of ecological water has been 
supplied annually to the lake wetlands. The water quality of the Yellow River, Mingcui 
Lake, Yuehai Lake, Aiyi River and other important wetlands has been long-term 
monitored and is maintained at Category IV or above.  

The City has taken various measures to construct a water-saving society that pays 
attention to the uses of rain, flood and intermediate water, rather than the water 
transferred from the Yellow River in a traditional way. Water management facilities 
have been newly constructed, expanded, and/or modified to treat intermediate water so 
that the treated intermediate water can be introduced as landscape water into the lake 
wetlands. Thus, Yinchuan’s water carrying capacity has been greatly improved.  

The City has severely cracked down on wetland pollution, illegal hunting of 
wetland wildlife, and the illegal collection of bird eggs. The City has been active in 
applying for wetland protection projects, and has so far built up two national wetland 
parks, one national city wetland park, two provincial wetland parks and 12 city-level 
wetland parks, making its wetland protection rate reach 78.5%. 

The City has integrated wetland protection into its national economic and social 
development planning and set up a comprehensive appraisal and accountability 
systems for wetland protection. The area of wetlands, wetland protection rate, wetland 
ecological conditions and other related indicators have been integrated into the 
appraisal system for eco-civilization development in Yinchuan.  

 
 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it has implemented wetland restoration and/or management 
measures. 

 
A.4. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it proactively encourages the 
restoration or creation of wetlands as elements of urban, and especially water management infrastructure. 
Provide specific examples (site and summary of implemented measures) of where wetlands have been created 
or restored within the city as elements of urban infrastructure, such as to control flooding, cool climate, 
improve water quality, provide recreation, etc.  
 

 (This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 Since 2009, the City has used funds from the central fiscal budget, an Asian 

Development Bank loan for the Integrated Development of Ecology and Agriculture in 
Ningxia, and other sources to restore the Yellow River and floodplain wetlands, 
Mingcui Lake Wetland, Yuehai Lake Wetland, and waterfowl habitats in flood-storage 
areas. In total, the City has invested RMB 34.5 million in wetland protection projects 
since 2009. Furthermore, the City has included the daily expenditure for wetland 
management into its budget and an annual budget of RMB 3.5 million has been 
allocated specifically for wetland management. The project funds have been used 
mainly to increase the volume and capacity of lake wetlands, to return farmlands to 
lake wetlands, to re-connect lakes to rivers, to restore wetland vegetation and 
waterfowl habitats, to educate the public about wetlands, and to implement institutional 
capacity building programs. Nearly 2 million cubic meters of sludge has been dredged 
from the lakes and channels, over 800 ha of wetland vegetation has been planted and/or 
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restored, 51.4 km of channels have been re-connected, and 901.1 ha of new wetlands 
have been created. As a result of all these efforts, the water network and system has 
returned to the crisscross pattern that characterizes the original landscape of the 
"Seventy-two Interlaced Lakes" in Yinchuan. The per capita wetland area of the City is 
250 square meters, which makes Yinchuan rank first among the provincial capital 
cities in China. 

Lake wetland ecosystem stability has been maintained through the construction of 
wetlands, restoration of wetland vegetation, reasonable regulation of ecological water 
supply, and so on. For example, as a result of dredging, returning fish ponds to 
wetlands, and other engineering projects, the water storage capacity of the Yuehai Lake 
in Jinfeng District has increased by about one million cubic meters, the lake water 
quality has reached Category III, and the relative air humidity is now maintained at 
between 50%-60% from May to October. Thus, the region’s ecological environment 
has been significantly improved and the risk of urban waterlogging has been reduced. 
Meanwhile, the City, in connection with the development of urban landscape, has built 
up many green parks featuring lake wetlands to provide residents with more ecological 
spaces. 

These wetland protection projects have played a key role in conserving and 
improving wetland biodiversity in the City. The number of wetland birds in Yuehai 
Lake, Cuiming Lake, and Baohu Lake has increased by 35% compared to 2009. 

From 2003 onwards, the annual " the Lake City’s Summer" Square Culture 
Festival, Dragon Boat Race, Black-headed Gull Bird-Watching Festival and "China 
Yinchuan Fishing Tourism Culture Festival and the National Fishing Competition" 
have been held in the City, making the “Lake City’s” charm more well-known. 

 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it considers the challenges and opportunities of integrated 
spatial/land-use planning for wetlands under its jurisdiction. 
 
A.5. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it considers the importance of 
wetlands as elements of spatial planning and integrated city management (such as through Integrated River 
Basin Management, spatial zonation, water resource management, the development of transport 
infrastructure, agriculture production, fuel supply, poverty alleviation, pollution control, flood risk 
management, disaster risk reduction, etc.). Describe the measures (policies, procedures, guidance, legislation, 
etc.) that ensure that the importance of wetlands is considered fully as elements of spatial planning and 
integrated city management.  (This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 The importance of wetlands has been fully integrated into the City’s spatial 

planning. The City’s spatial pattern has been designed to be "Lakes in the City, the City 
in Lakes” with construction of wetland corridors in line with the City’s structure and 
wetland resources. The City is divided into three areas with different functions: the 
urban lake wetland area, the lake wetland area on the edge of the City, and the urban 
peripheral lake wetland area. The main function of the urban lake wetland area is to 
strengthen protection and sustainable use of the wetlands through the construction of 
wetland parks, with a hope to achieve harmony between the wetlands and residents and 
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create a good living environment of "Lakes in the City". The lake wetland area on the 
edge of the city is focused on restoring the wetland ecosystems, conserving wetland 
biodiversity, and carrying out responsible eco-tourism so as to create the “the City in 
Lakes” effect. 

Article 74 of the Spatial Planning of Yinchuan City (2016-2030) puts strict 
requirements on the total amount and intensity of water consumption. The protection 
and sustainable use of wetlands has been integrated into the City’s water system plan 
and management in order to optimize overall planning for the production and 
utilization of water resources. As such, the City has strengthened pollution controls in 
the wetlands and has started to allocate water resources more accurately. The 
protection and reasonable utilization of the wetlands has become a strategic 
development priority for the City. The harmony between wetland protection and eco-
agriculture development has been achieved in the City through the development of 
various ecological products and green ecological agriculture based on the model of 
“Companies + Farmers + Industrial Bases" and with consideration of local 
geographical advantages.  

The City has formulated a Special Plan for Sponge City in Yinchuan City (2016-
2030). This Special Plan stresses the general principles for water management in the 
City: preventing flood-water in the west, treating wastewater in the middle, governing 
water in the east, holding rain water, using the Yellow River water wisely, conserving 
underground water, and diversifying use of intermediate water. According to the 
principles, the Special Plan divides the City into six different functional zones: the 
sponge ecological conservation zone, the sponge ecological holding zone, the sponge 
ecological buffer zone, the sponge ecological function upgrading zone, the sponge 
ecological function enhancement zone, and the sponge function optimization zone. A 
sponge city characterized by slow discharge and release of rain waters is expected to be 
constructed through greening roofs and urban roads, surfacing permeable pavement, 
building concave greenbelts and water storage pools. 

 
 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it has delivered locally adapted information to raise public 
awareness about the values of wetlands, and encouraged the wise use of wetlands by stakeholders through, 
for example, establishing wetland education/information centres. 
 
A.6. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it has adopted the principles of 
inclusivity, empowerment, and participation of indigenous and local communities and the civil society in 
decision-making and city planning and management. Describe how indigenous and local communities have 
been engaged and participate in the management of wetland-related issues. 
 

 (This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 The City Government has strongly advocated and encouraged indigenous and 

local communities to participate in decision-making, and has engaged these 
stakeholders in wetland-related planning through forums, hearings, interviews, 
questionnaires, voicemails, and official website messages. The public’s opinions and 

Wetland City Accreditation Nomination Form June 2017 6 



suggestions have been solicited widely on topics such as wetland-related urban 
planning, project implementation plans, and management plans. Up to now, more than 
5 thousand opinions and suggestions related to wetland construction have been 
received, among which 80% have been adopted by the relevant government agencies. 
The City Government has also given rewards to tour operators, civil groups, and 
individual citizens who have made outstanding contributions to the protection and 
development of the wetlands. The goal of these rewards is to mobilize the enthusiasm 
of the local communities to put forward suggestions and recommendations for the 
development of the wetland city. 

Mingcui Lake National Wetland Park Management Office has established a 
Leading Group for Community Co-management, led by the Director of Zhangzheng 
Town in which the Park is located. The Leading Group consists of the Park’s 
responsible Director and the chiefs of the villages around the Park. The main 
responsibility of the Leading Group is to direct and coordinate the community co-
management. Under the Leading Group, each village around the Park has established 
its own Community Co-management Panel, consisting of representatives of the 
villagers, the village chiefs, and the township leaders. The Village Community Co-
management Panels have multiple responsibilities, including developing co-
management agreements for the Park, collecting basic data and information of the 
communities, analyzing conflicts and demands of the communities, developing survey 
reports on community’s economy and management plan for community’s resources, 
designing community’s development projects and monitoring their implementation. 
The Village Community Co-management Panels are also conducting education 
activities to raise the public’s awareness on resource protection, establishing and 
managing community development funds, carrying out pilot resource protection 
activities and training the communities in production skills. 

 
A.7. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it has raised levels of public 
awareness about the values of wetlands, and encouraged the wise use of wetlands by a diverse range of 
stakeholders and communities through, for example, establishing operational wetland education or 
information centres, regularly disseminating information on wetlands, establishing and implementing school 
education programmes, etc. 

(This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 The City considers publicity about wetlands to be a core component of wetland 

management. Various wetland education and publicity facilities,  including Yinchuan’s 
Wetland Museum, Exhibition Hall of Wetland Animal and Plant Specimen, Wetland 
Aquatic Plant Garden, Wetland Exhibition Hall, Bird-watching Corridor, etc. have 
been set up and operated in different wetland parks. The City has also developed a 
volunteer system for wetland protection and set up Bird-watcher Associations, and 
Wildlife Conservation Associations. All of these facilities and associations have been 
used to raise public awareness on wetland ecological values, popularizing knowledge 
on wetlands and promoting wetland culture so as to increase the public awareness on 
ecological conservation. Experts and scholars in wetlands have been invited regularly 
to educate the students of primary and secondary schools about wetland protection by 
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using various forms like lectures, seminars, on-site observation, knowledge contests, 
and so on. 

Over the past decade, the City has used TV, internet, newspaper and other media 
to organize over 70 wetland-themed events during major festivals or bird migratory 
seasons. In addition, the City has organized a total of 35 celebration events for Bird-
loving Weeks, Black-headed Gull Culture Festivals and Bird-watching Festivals. These 
events and/or festivals have been broadcasted to reach more than 2 million people. In 
2016, the Yinchuan City TV Station and 82 other TV stations broadcasted lively the 
mobile videos of Black-headed Gull’s Dating with Spring, Placing Bird Nests and 
Releasing Fish for Proliferation, which attracted the public, particularly the youth, to 
wetland protection with over 150 million on-line viewers at a single time, and helped 
create a benign atmosphere for “Concerning on Wetlands and Protecting Ecological 
Resources” in the City. 

More than 50 thousand brochures and popular science books have been printed 
about the wetlands, including Wetlands in Yinchuan, Birds in Yinchuan, Field Guide to 
Wild Birds in Yinchuan, Frontier Lake City and Charming Yinchuan, Documentary of 
Pilot Water Eco-civilization City Construction, and Collection of Wetland Regulations 
and Policies in Yinchuan. Over 10 thousand boards and banners have been displayed at 
various places to publicize knowledge on wetlands. Various types of campaigns like 
prize essay, poetry recitation, photography competition, reading salon, bird scrawling, 
and reading declaration have been organized to call for the whole society to love and 
protect birds. Over 30 thousand pieces of work have been collected through the 
campaigns, among which more than one thousand have been awarded with prize. The 
public awareness on ecology, responsibilities, and protection has been raised greatly, 
and taking care of and protecting the wetland has become the conscious action and 
good habit of the public in Yinchuan. 

 
A.8. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it has proactively promoted events 
around World Wetlands Day (2 February) in order to raise awareness on wetlands and their importance to the 
city. Describe the types of events that have been delivered to celebrate World Wetlands Day in the city. 
 

(This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
                Since 2008, the City has set up and operated the "Yinchuan’s Wetland Network" 

(www.ycwetland.cn), WeiBo, WeChat, and other platforms for communication. The 
World Wetland Day Column has been established to regularly produce or reprint 
articles related to scientific researches in and dynamics of wetland protection so as to 
enhance the publicity and scientific popularization of the World Wetland Day and to 
increase its influence.  

                The City Government, together with schools, newspapers, TV stations, 
government gateway websites and other media institutions, have carried out extensive 
efforts to publicize the wetlands by taking advantage of the World Wetland Day. The 
wetland publicity activities have highlighted the types, functions and benefits of the 
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wetlands, regulations on wetland protection, and the importance of the wetland and 
biodiversity protection. An atmosphere has been created to love and protect the 
wetlands, and the public’s consciousness to protect the wetlands has been raised. 

                A large variety of events/activities have been organized to celebrate the World 
Wetland Day in the City. For example, the City has organized the publics to watch TV 
documentaries entitled "From Upstream to Downstream, Wetlands Link You and Me", 
“Relic Gull’s Apocalypse", and "Bird Migration" and other TV specials; and to watch 
the online real-time videos of Hatching and Resting of Grey heron and Common tern 
in the wild. Every year, forums and quizzes on wetland knowledge are held for more 
than ten wetland management units to deepen their recognition and understanding of 
the year’s theme of the World Wetland Day. About 10 thousand people have 
participated in the public welfare activity of “Entering into the Wetlands in Winter to 
Experience Skiing in Mingcui Lake”, and testimonials and blessing were solicited from 
the participants regarding the construction of Mingcui Lake and Yuehai Lake National 
Wetland Parks, biodiversity conservation and climate change. A number of publicity 
boards have been set up to display the achievements in the construction of the National 
Wetland Parks and wetland biodiversity conservation in Yinchuan. 

               The City has produced and displayed over ten thousand banners and boards in 
town squares, parks and other places to publicize knowledge and regulations on 
wetland protection. More than 200,000 copies of leaflets and brochures have been 
printed and distributed widely to reach about one million people-times. All of these 
efforts have contributed greatly to the publicity of wetland protection in the City. 

 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it has established a local committee with appropriate knowledge 
and experience on wetlands and demonstrates representation of and engagement with stakeholders to 
support the Wetland City Accreditation, both through the submission of the Accreditation Form and the 
subsequent implementation of proper measures for fulfilling the obligations under the accreditation 
process. 
 
A.9. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it has established a local committee 
(or similar structure) to support and to further the aims of the Wetland City Accreditation. Such a committee 
should contain appropriate knowledge and experience on wetlands and should be representative of 
stakeholders and communities. Describe the committee, its members, mandate and operation. 

(This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
         In 2017, the City Government established a local Committee for the Wetland City 

Accreditation with its office integrated into the Yinchuan City’s Wetland Management 
Office. The mayor of Yinchuan City has been appointed as the Committee’s Director, 
and the deputy mayor and director of the City’s Forestry Bureau as the Committee’s 
deputy Director. The committee is primarily responsible for liaising with the Wetland 
Convention Management Office of P. R. China regarding the application for and 
construction of the wetland city, coordinating its member institutions to make 
appropriate plans in accordance with the nomination indicator system, to provide 
relevant materials and information, and to improve the system for restoration and wise 
use of wetlands so as to ensure that accreditation and creation process to be robust and 
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effective. An Expert Committee on Wetland Protection has also been set up to provide 
consultancy and guidance for scientific and sound wetland management in Yinchuan 
City.   

       The key members and main responsibilities of the local Committee are as follows: 

 The City’s Forestry Bureau is the functional agency responsible for wetland 
protection and management, and it has the City’s Wetland Management 
Office. The Bureau is responsible for organizing, guiding and supervising the 
wetland protection and management in Yinchuan City. 

 The City’s Bureau of Water Resource is responsible for the conservation of 
water and soil, and the protection and management of water resources in 
rivers, lakes, reservoirs and other wetlands. 

 The City’s Bureau of Environmental Protection is responsible for monitoring 
and assessing the quality of water entering into the wetlands, regularly 
publishing water quality monitoring information and assessment reports, and 
putting forward suggestions on wetland environment management. 

 The City’s Bureau of Urban and Rural Planning is responsible for integrating 
the wetland conservation planning into the urban and rural planning. 

 The City’s Bureau of Land Resource is responsible for registration of the 
wetlands in accordance with the law, and, in conjunction with relevant 
agencies, guides development and utilization of the wetlands. 

 The City’s Bureau of Agriculture is responsible for the administration of 
agricultural production in the wetland areas, so as to reduce the pollution 
caused by the agricultural production to the wetlands. 

 The City’s Bureau of Science and Technology supports scientific researches 
in wetland protection and utilization, and the popularization and application of 
the achievements from the researches. 

 The other relevant agencies are also requested to cooperate with each other in 
accordance with their respective functions and responsibilities to do a good 
job in wetland protection.  

 
Group B: Complementary approaches  
 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it has developed and applied appropriate standards regarding 
water quality, sanitation and management in the entire area under the city’s jurisdiction. 
 
B.1. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it has applied standards on water 
quality and sanitation, including waste management facilities which include collection and treatment for solid 
waste and wastewater (industrial, domestic and stormwater). Describe the standards, policies and regulatory 
framework which ensures delivery on water quality and sanitation standards 

 (Each field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 The City has implemented the River Chief System, which appoints the City’s 

leading government officials as the chief of each river within the administrative area. 
Chiefs are responsible for the rivers’ ecological environment management. The River 
Chief System has regulated all aspects of river management, including the scope, 
responsibilities, contents, budget, and supervision. 

The City has also implemented a comprehensive water environment improvement 
project in the whole region and designated redlines for important wetlands such as 
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rivers, lakes, reservoirs and channels. No development and construction activities are 
allowed within the redline control areas. The Work Plan for Prevention and Treatment 
of Water Pollution in Yinchuan City has been formulated and implemented which 
requires scientific governance of rivers, lakes, reservoirs and channels basin by basin, 
region by region and phase by phase. The City has taken various measures, for 
example, banning small papermaking, printing and dyeing enterprises, treating 
wastewater from the industrial park, constructing and operating urban sewage 
treatment facilities, controlling pollution sources, adjusting planting structure, 
conducting comprehensive treatment of rural environment, to prevent and control 
pollution to wetlands from the domestic and industrial sewage. The domestic sewage 
treatment rate has increased to such a level that imposes no pollution risks on the lake 
wetlands in Yinchuan, and the industrial sewage treatment rate has reached to 100%. 
High attention has been paid to prevent the urban lakes such as Wenchang Lake, Silver 
Lake, Jinbo Lake, Xingqing Lake, Yange Lake and West Lake from being polluted 
with enhanced management and supervision. For those larger lake wetlands that are 
located around or in the outskirt of the city, the focus has been placed on preventing 
them from being polluted by livestock and poultry manure and agricultural non-point 
source pollutants. The construction of livestock and poultry farms is subject to an 
assessment of the environmental impact on the wetlands. 

        Meanwhile, the City has developed and implemented relevant standards and 
specific work plans to address the issues of environment management of aquaculture 
farms, prevention and controlling of livestock and poultry pollution, comprehensive 
treatment and utilization of manures, safe utilization of polluted farm land, and 
application of chemical fertilizer and pesticides. 

 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it recognizes and considers the socio-economic and cultural 
values, as well as the broader ecosystem services, of wetlands and has established good practices to 
consider and protect them in decision-making. 
 
B.2. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it proactively recognises the 
ecosystem services that wetlands provide and has integrated these multiple values into decision making. 
Where appropriate, special attention should be given to describing sustainable agriculture, forestry, fisheries, 
tourism and the cultural values of wetlands. Describe how the different provisioning, regulating, cultural and 
supporting ecosystem services are recognised and the benefits that they provide to human society are 
integrated into planning and decision-making. Where possible, illustrate with examples.  
 

(Each field is limited to 1000 characters)  
 Provisioning services: 1) There are a total of 5,500 ha of aquaculture ponds/farms 

with an annual production of 10 thousand tons in Yinchuan City. The wetlands in the 
City have provided the society with a large variety of animal and plant products, 
including lotus, lotus roots, fish, shrimp, crab, rice and so on. 2) Over two thirds of the 
lake wetlands in the City are suitable for reed plantation and growth. Reed has 
provided large quantity of materials for paper-making, construction and knitting. On 
average, one hectare of reed can produce more than 7500 kg of fibers. 
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 Regulating services: The regulating function of the wetland ecosystem in the City 
mainly includes flood storage, drought resistance and climate regulation. The City lies 
to the east of the Helan Mountains and often experiences flash flooding during the 
rainy seasons. The lake wetlands in the City have become natural flood detention areas 
which can store flood water in lakes and marshes to replenish underground water for 
future and sustainable use. The large area of wetlands has obviously alleviated the heat 
island effect in the built-up areas, and the temperature in the wetland-rich areas is 2-4
℃lower than those areas without wetlands in the City. 

 
 Supporting services: The City is located in the northwestern arid desert area and is 

facing serious sand erosion and wind erosion threats from the Tengger Desert and 
Maowusu Sandy. The increased wetland area and the establishment of wetland 
vegetation zones has not only played a positive role in preventing desertification and 
retarding desert spreading, and also provided good habitats for birds. 

 
           Cultural services: The wetlands in Yinchuan are a natural-artificial complex 

ecosystem with the upper reaches of the Yellow River being its core components. The 
Yellow River basin is one of the ancient birthplaces of Chinese civilization and culture, 
and the production and life style, utensils, marriage and dress of the local residents are 
closely related to the development of the Yellow River water system. The wetlands in 
the City are characterized by the Yellow River culture and are a basis for development 
of eco-tourism industry with local cultural characteristics. Annual eco-tourism revenue 
has reached RMB 100 million.  

 
B.3. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that there is a close link between local 
communities and the wetlands. Describe how local communities are engaged with the wise use of wetlands 
and how the communities benefit from the services the wetlands provide.  
 

 (This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
                 The City has always aimed to construct harmonious wetlands, and has carefully 

dealt with the relationship between wetland protection, local economic development, 
and local people's livelihoods. Local people’s ability to develop and engage in 
alternative livelihoods has been improved through education and training on eco-
tourism skills. A compensation fund system, start-up fund system and small low-
interest loan system have been established by the City Government to provide the local 
people with more opportunities to develop and engage in alternative livelihoods. The 
local community residents who are familiar with local environment and folk culture 
have developed a unique eco-tourism industry with local characteristics, and they have 
secured fair and reasonable benefits through the eco-compensation system, the 
secondary allocation of interests and other forms.  

                Take Huangsha Gudu National Wetland Park of Ningxia as an example. The City 
Government has emphasized community-based management in wetland protection, and 
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has taken following measures to balance wetland protection and local economic 
development. First, the government has enhanced publicity and education on wetland 
protection for the local residents around the wetland park and established regular 
communication system with local Yueya Town in which the Park is located. Second, 
the local residents who have been living within the wetland park have been relocated 
outside of the wetland with economic compensations, and they have received awards 
from the government as financial supports. Third, a policy has been developed and 
implemented to encourage local residents to engage in service work within the wetland 
park. Over 200 local residents have been hired for constructing and maintaining 
infrastructure, and for cleaning and greening work in the Park annually, and they have 
been paid with an annual salary of about RMB 1.6 million. Fourth, the priority has 
been given to the local residents to invest in concession business within the Park with 
policy preference. This has helped solve the employment problem of the local residents 
and provide them with reliable living security. Fifth, the “agri-tainment” tourism 
relying on the wetland park has been developed and flourished in the local 
communities. The eco-tourism industry of the wetland park has developed rapidly 
thanks to well-run community-based management and the benefits the local 
communities have obtained from the co-management practice. According to local 
statistics, the wetland park received 200 thousand visitors with a tourism income of 
over RMB 15 million in 2015. 
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3. City approval  
 
Instruction: An authorised representative of the city authority making the application needs to check and 
approve the accreditation form against the guidance provided. In the case of several cities making a joint 
submission, a representative of each authority needs to check and approve the form, and then send it to the 
country’s Ramsar Administrative Authority who will formally submit it to the Ramsar Convention Secretariat 
(ramsar@ramsar.org) If more than three authorities are making the submission please insert further boxes. 
 
Name/Title: 
 BAI Shangcheng 
  
Position: Mayor 
  

Address 
No.166 Beijing Road, jinfeng District, Yinchuan City, Ningxia Prov. 
China 

  
E-mail Jinhulv@126.com 
  

Date: October 18th, 2017 Signature:  
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4. Endorsement by the Ramsar Administrative Authority 
 
Instruction for the Ramsar Administrative Authority: Please check and endorse each application for City 
Accreditation in your country, before sending this form to the Ramsar Secretariat at (ramsar@ramsar.org). Please 
also consult Wetland City Accreditation Guidance Note for Ramsar Administrative Authority. 
 

Name of 
Administrative 
Authority 

The Convention on Wetlands Management Office, People’s Republic of 
China 

  

Name and title of 
Designated National 
Focal Point for 
Ramsar Convention 
matters 

WANG Zhigao 
Director General 
The Convention on Wetlands Management Office, P. R. China 
The Office of Wetland Conservation and Management, State Forestry 
Administration, P. R. China 

 
  

  

Date: 23-10-2017 

Signature of the 
Designated National 
Focal Point for Ramsar 
Convention matters: 
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More information is available at: http://www.ycwetland.cn 
 

 
Aerial view of Yuehai area of the Yinchuan National Wetland Park 

 

 
Aerial view of Mingcui lake area of the Yinchuan National Wetland Park 

 

 
Huangsha Gudu National Wetland Park 

Wetland City Accreditation Nomination Form June 2017 16 

http://www.ycwetland.cn/


 

 
Black storks (Ciconia nigraat) at Huangsha Gudu National Wetland Park in Yinchuan 
 

 
Waterbirds at Ailyi River in Yinchuan 

 

 
Waterbirds at Baohu Lake National City Wetland Park  
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           Zhangzi Lake: before restoration                       Zhangzi Lake: after restoration 

   
   Yuehai Area: before vegetation restoration     Yuehai Area: after vegetation restoration 

 
Haibao Lake Wetland Park: before restoration 

 
Haibao Lake Wetland Park: after restoration 
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Photographic exhibition for Bird-loving Week 

 
Public benefit campaign of “Protecting Wetlands, Loving My Homeland” at Baohu Lake 

Wetland Park 
 

 
    Publicity campaign for Bird-loving Week at Mingcui Lake National Wetland Park  
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Square publicity campaign 

       
      Publicity campaign for the World Wetland Day at Baohu Lake National City Wetland Park 

       
Publicity campaign for the World Wetland Day at Yinchuan National Wetland Park  
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Training in Wetland Monitoring System in Yinchuan  

 

 
Training workshop in monitoring of Yellow River Wetland in Yinchuan  

 

 
Ningxia University’s Postgraduate Student Practising Base for Ecology at Yinchuan Wetland 

 
 

Wetland City Accreditation Nomination Form June 2017 21 


